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A SHARING or MKMOHiES 

must h,wt* hvon iwv yiuirs old drui rtHTU?rnl)or th.ii my family 
wd^ wdtkifig to Ingh sch(Hjl (oriMiiefH.cMrKint. A Mjy rvoning, i 
knovy now; lh(>fi, it wa<» oru' of thf* biggust cK'iys of the year. Net 
liko Christ mn^, Maybo it Wtis biggt^r. If certainly was rriore formal. 
At Ca)mmonc(*riit?nt (what a mcjuthhjl for a kindergdrinor)^ rrsy 
ffithcir would cawurd ciiplofiiti^ to the gradumo^. What bigger 
t*vunt than grdcjuntiori frnrn high ^c:hoolf 

That ni^ht, i walkecj alongsidp D<ul. Motht^r trailed us with my 
todd'ing twin broth or nnd sister, i must have been talking about 
CommcnccnuMit. In iiny nvL*nt, Dad made me a mighty promise. 
"Whnri you grdduatc, son, your moiheM" and I will give you a 
watch/' 

I must have thought about that pronilse a thousand timt?s. 
Certainly, Dad and 1 tajkec) about my gradtiation watch for each 
of ihc.^ next do/pn commencements. 

The promise was kept, And I still rerkan rime by school years 
and commenceriients. 

Memories are so very personak I know I recall events and 
persons in ways others can never know. And they probably would 
not vvant my images, for mine would displace their own. When we 
share our memories, however, we add rather than substltLite. 

I his album h a sharing of niemories. 

My memories corne from my time, my places, They are not 
meant to be generak They are not meant to relate to everyone's 
experiences of schooling. These memories may be phrased out of 
undyed hyperbole, or bleached description. For the most part, 



.,e l,a,.,.,, lor nH.morU, ,1....8h ,h.nr l.i,„. husk,, 

to know nursukt-^ not piaslic puupiL. dui run - .,,^:Hnn^ 

n,urie. of no„onal md.p.ndencc i. just -fiht 
tions Mo,t of US Americans cannot remember our persunal h 
tory m this land Ihdt lunfe, t-vcn n 

""□ul^ns 'h. years of our mdependcnc, we Americans have 
,iv^ M^lii. ^1 no, at ail tU.es fully. Bi-ntenr.. pro.de^^ 

And our schools. 

pKcsrapMc c«Jle«on o, Ub,„, "^C" |re,.^^_^ ^^^^^^^ 

Be ^^iS "phintor:.- .... >*«|;^ p--'tu r, 
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of Carlisle' imd tin? rkfi fullness of D.C. schools, Th<^ quMintrn^ss 
of clothing stylets cIcMrHiCl little from the childrcjn ond evenb por- 
trayed. 

The second kiryt^ ^roup of phoiagraphs were taken from the 
extensive Farm Security Ad minisi ration collection. During the 
19305, i perceptive fcHieral ddministrator docldod to dQCum^nt 
pictorially the changing^ American life, particularly but not limited 
to farm folk. Roy rmersnn Stryker Hiroctini tliis project, AUvt con- 
sultation with m*iny, including M/c/d/efown's Robert Lynd, Stryker 
hired some of the rnou ^;ifted figures in American phocogiaphy 
(and thereby enabled them both to work and, probably, to 
survive the depression! better). Note the credits, John Vf^chon. 
Gordon Parks. Carl Mydan?, Walker Evans. Bon Shahn, Arthur 
Rothsteln. Dorothea Unge. And more. Only a few of this multi- 
tude of excepticnal photographs have been published. And evgn 
fewer of th« photographSi of children and youth in schools. Those 
included in this album eriable us to see freshly the everydays of 
growing up and going ro school in the depression indented days 
of the '30s, a time thE*t pocknnarked Its generation for life. 

Until now, almost 4wery one of these photographs has been 
stored in cabinets and on shelves. They have been available but 
not accessible e>ccepT to a few. Now, these views of life In school 
are open to oiillions of Americans, What exhilaration to encounter 
real people in times onEy dimly known! or never known at ^ifll 

So, look slowly through the album. Gaze deeply. May your 
memories be promptedi in this sharing. 

Mother went to Live Oak school. The eldest of the brood, she 
rehaarsed the day's lessons with her younger sisters and brother 
as they trudged over two rnountains and one creek to their school, 
Mainly reading, penmanship, spellingp arithmetic- One year, 
Granddad sold a bale Of cotton to pay for books. Texts wc^^e nox 
so expensive; cotton was very cheap, 

I remember the Live Oak school building, too. Thirty years 
later, the old building was moved to Lometa when seven rural 
districts were consolidated and the new school building vwas be- 
ing constructed by the PWA. It had two rooms and a pariltion 
long since squeaked int;o immobility. My classmates and I huddled 
around a porbellied stove to get warm that winter, at leaf! warm 
on one side and for a short time. 

In those turn of twentieth century days, in such rural ichools, 
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geography and history were not ordintiry school subjecis. Neither 
was lift or music or mtinual training. Those were subjects for 
city schools. Geography wns thu county seat, School Creek, Bald 
Mountam and Onion Top, Long Cove and McAnelly*s Bend. It 
was also the river jord^in. Mt, Sinai, Egypt, and Bethlehem. 
History was the account of Grandpa Adams' traxels from upstate 
New York to Chicago to the California gold fields to rocky acres, 
the first in Son Saba county to be hemmed by "bob=wire." 

History was the reminiscences of a family who floated a 
covered wagon North across the swollen Red River into Indi.ui 
lerritary In search of a larger stake and the trip back after the 
father decided that with such wild and rough neighbors the 
Territory was no place to bring up girls. It was the story of 
shepherds watching their flocks by night. It was the deliberate 
forgetting of the times when occupying cavalry troops regularly 
visited the county and the eruption of dormant stories about los- 
ing and winning in a long gray war, mostly about losing. 

Schools in that rural America were noi concerned at all about 
occupatiorial studies, Children went to school when they were not 
required to work in the fields. And they learned to plow straight 
furrows, to butcher hogs, to sew straight and dainty seams, to 
make buUer. to dig a well, to repair fences -=al I as they worked 
alongside their parents. They expected to live out their lives much 
like their parents. 

But most did not, 

f^ailroads, the symbol of the Industriaj revolution, cut across 
the land- For a long time, they carried the abundance of har= 
vests and a trickle of manufactured goods In return. Later, they 
carried the people , , . to towns and cities. 

Schools in the first part of this century served many as a kind 
of undergrDund railway from one life-style to another. For many 
they were a ticket from rural to urban, if not metropolitan, life. 

Mother recalls that she grew bone weary of picking cotton 
each fall. Liking school and an eager student, she persisted to 
become a teacher. Ten years of summer school at Normal, then 
State Teachers College brought a degree. By then, she had ten 
years teaching experience and Dad, They met at college one sum- 
mer. He was an ex-GI of the War to End All Wars, a strapping 
fellow off an east Texas piney woods farm, without cash or credit 
when he arrived at Denton, He milked cows to pay his expenses 
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and hu aio liitliN W^Miual training one of his teaching fields; 
il symbQli/.od ^he sanu'thing bc»itt»r in life thai tie knew must 

Long luuks the Juhnsun photo^niphs show schools unlike 
most I'vt.' heard iikoux from fLimily friends. Those District of 
Cohjmhin schooh ^«re dty schools. The buildings were well 
lighted and spacious, And the children wore shoos. I da recall 
sl.itistics of imraWnwiW nnd riitf^nrjancf' in cify schnnls nf the ern. 
Most children did tmi attend. Work in ftKinries tuul minob and 
mills was tht^ f.ire for moti' childrcfi tfuni physiology, rhetoric, 
and drawing, riu^ ' the three* Rs. White pUfiils mainly, if not 
absolutely, wcnl u school in dis,tricis all ticrpss the land. fhosG 
D.C. schools app»5eir Id rt^prosent a slice of the statu., of the chil- 
dren's parenu ini ihe federal district and their slow initl^ition 
into profesbional liN^ But ihrn. comment is alreddy too harsh. 

Look fur whdt the DC. pupils were doing. Notice what thoy 
examined, the rrytcHaU they used, how they were grouped, and 
the like. And rrfrmember. These photographs were taken beforn 
Kilpairick's Project Mcnhod, IQ tesiing, Rice's expose of the spell- 
ing grind, thi' Cardinal Principles^ and the fVoyressive Education 
Association. Note? how nwdcrn and pmgrvssiva life in school 
appears to havfi* bse^n. 

And modern it wa§. 

Object Teaching is so very t^vident. Field trips took children to 
the canal, the Library of Congress, the Smithsonian Institution, 
and the /.on. P^upils used sevc^ral niedia (note the niapping) to 
gain concepts p^lial relationships. And mathematics was both 
practical (measunng) and remote. The simulated office complete 
with booths mt\ cages. The detailed drawings in art class and 
the carefully drafuni penmanship. I am everytime amazed at to- 
day's moderniHy ksipirig out of the Johnson photographs. And 
I wonder how ma^iy city children of today (for example, those in 
DC, San Fr<incisco, New Orleans, and Austin) really have as 
abundant a life Sn SsChooL 

Certainly tht^ richness of thc^ P.C. schools sets apart pupils 
there from the experience known by the vast majority of Amerl= 
can school childr«lri of the day. Few bon! v Even fewer other in- 
structional mat'erial^- Abbreviated schcn> terms. Haphazard at- 
tendance. Rude suuaures, barely equipped. Teachers who had 
passed county a^annination after eighth grade or had completed 




short normal cQurses or had sortiehow gained a job. And ihe real 
life big boys v/ho came to school to terrorize the new teacher 
as a respite from laying in crops, some of whom were tamed and 
learned to read and retijrried everv time Inclement weather or a 
tolerant father permilied. 

Schools in rural areas and in cities, even dead tradition and 
verbalism^ have served up hope and vviidorn and gllrnpies of op" 
porturiity. Poor teachers, cobrless structures, and a saddle-bag 
curriculum have, even so, ennobled and eriabled Abrahann Lin» 
coins, George Washington Carvers, Lyridon lohnsoris, and millions 
more. And how much more now with nnori^ children and youth 
in school^ with better teachers, with improved curricula, and 
with better nnateriali? A.n answer v^ill come, but not now. We're 
too cloie to our time. Perhaps four gerneratlons hence, at our 
trlcentennial, 

Rudotph Fiesch would heat up the phonici fuss after World 
War If, Between world v^ars^ however, vocabuJary studies and the 
measurement movement transtonned readings perhaps the most 
dranifitic curriculurn change in Annerican history, McCu(fey*s na* 
tional morals gave way to Dick and Jane and their carefully 
graded vocabularies, sentence lengths, and urban stories. In the 
face of such progress, many remember calls for more relevant 
conienl (everyone did not li^e in cities atthough the great exodus 
from farms had begun) and not to forget phonics in »he rush to 
teach reading progressively, 

I really wish I know ho^ pervasive progresiivism and its at- 
tendant changes becanri^ during the '20% and 'ifk Our histories 
don't tell me, and our nevv histories are very good. Reviewing 
bound files of magazines helps, but little. Talkini to old timers, I 
am impressed that schooling most places was conducted the best 
people knew hovv and that teachers nnd pupils used materials and 
resources, as widely as available funds perfriltted. By and large* 
however, prDgressivism scenr*od to be somethirig happening soma* 
place else, like at Teachers College, Columbiai or in Californja. 
Administrative structures and physical plarits changedi to be 
sure. The junior high school movement e?spanded, Supervision 
grew, Accreditation drew mere schools onto a conforming mini- 
mum. Indoor plurnbing became more conrimori* Such events were 
progresiive In the sanrie sense ai good roads were built, And* 




yet, m^ny children and ycuth stood in fields and t^nemenfi as 
the yd low bus drowe b 

Progfessivism^Ji %¥e knovv it from Counts' stirring PtA 
speech and Rugg and Shoemaker's THe Child Cerlercd 5c/ioo/-^ 
ap^are^ntly never captured \hm praciicci mm\ school I ife. The- 
oretical fine points of teacNcrs leading the construction of a 
ne^ social order were ignore^ by flMh-aid-blood teacheri whc 
itr^igglcd to keep positions vyNch were aviilafcle -and whc hcpgd 
they vvoyid not frave to ccpntinue discounting lh«ir monthly 
vi>*jchers. Schools probably w« not cWld centered, but ac- 
c&tints abound of conpassisriatei humane twhers wNo toiled 
that pupils might leiirri. 

Life in schools changei-, however slowly and h^itirigly. But not 
all of life, only sonre of It. Parents vyetil to schoob tHnn, as novv, 
and were happy to refogrii^& the farriiliar and true ^nd (lithfijl 
ev«n vwhlle applauding or criticizjrigio me of the changes. 

Rerrember separate entrances lor bo/S art^d girlsf When bo/s 
first b«anie mennbers of the high school ctiDir ? Atid the yea' 
icJ^ooling becanie a tm*lvc ymr riiiher than )usf an ele-ven year 
affair? When the band never had girl nn^mbersi And the girls' 
ba^l^etbail team h^d a better record tha^ the boy§^ team? Not 
m^ny pDDple do r^nnember. r^ovv. but mch revoliJtior>ary changes 
djdoccur. 

Assemblies were to mmonp lace foatures of the schedule Seme" 
tirriB, the event 'v/as a regular, the month"! circuit appe^rlriS 
vefilrjiequisti pianist, magician, ^orld tf*ivDNr. Sornotiniei* \H€ 
assembly was ver^ spocial, letter sweater a-wards, present fltlc?fi 
of perfect attends. ficr or reading circle certificate's, rehe^ars^ls c?' 
co*^te^< declamations and debates, ai talk ffom the local hoy 
grcwn into man viiicing (rpf^ Nom«, Alaska, always, singingi 
and singing while itandlnft^ And ^ith gusto. MnnouncennentSj ri^ 
(ntercoims thefi. And in schoL>lb vvith a higher tax base, or better 
cD^tectcd taxes, assemblies featuririg inoilon pictures and cos-* 
iuniod pagDanti. Aiie nib lies brought together eweryone^pupilSi 
teachers, janitors (no ^'custodians," then), some parents, andthi* 
principaL 

Hot lunches began to fce served in sch cols, Sonne rity schools 
evr«n served juice cr milk to tiie yourisoit pupils in tiie morning* 

I remember the fint hot lunch at mt schcol-^arid the weeks 
preparing lor it. I think the school received surplus oommodities 
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from ihe federal govemmerit, dried milk, egis*. pctateeb fl&tjr, 
b^ac^rij b-cans, Atid the foad was cooke^d amd §erv«d at schocl! 
Scm^ of my cla^im^les whc h^d sfildotn brouight anyhirg for 
luncN ejccepc, maybe, a itone cold biscuit, noN^ ate a full m^al, 
A^nd ^11 c>i us ate hot lunches, In subiecju^nl y^ars j I rern<mber 
the ^■'treat" ^of taking to school a sandwich for lunch, a real 
ctiange. 

SI QganM bounded in schooL "Hitch your wagon tQastar"wai 
inon€ofm>r rooms all one year**pflrik milk/' ''Americans All" 
Kn6 "Wai^h ^OLir hands after geing to t he rest room and iaefore 
eating/' "lhat slogan I recall well, it \va s proclaimed across my 
ciassr<)orn one year when vve had no ind&or plumbing and no 
r unn i ng w*vate r But slogans are important, 

And s^o is patriotism and its rituali. rNoy^^mbor 11 at 11 a^tn, 
vvis s^pecSaL Old doughboy& carrie toassernbly that day. Special 
rnusjc, perhaps a play. Inevitably^ n Flanders Field th^ poppies 
gtow^. , ^nd every roonn had a flag and we could not begin 
our l^^sonUacfori' saving the Pledge of AliDgiance. 

War rriadef iife in schools different^ 

Cl^Bw^ork halted over th€ entire natlan Co listen to President 
ROQs^velc's address to the Corigresson D^cernber 8, 1941, My 
teach^cf brought her radio to school io we all could hear the 
Pfesldenc^ A teacher shortage erupted overnight. Two o\ rry 
teachers j oined the army early; one vvom an Soft teching for war- 
tine worl^ in a shipyard. One year* the iiigN scHocpI Spanish 
teacfi^cr v^vas the local Metliodist preac her; tNe oyer-draft=age 
Jiug^ia taught churriistry; ^ever^l n^othtf rs— ~incl uding niy omn— 
vvcre lursd back to the claisrcorn- Scfrioo I \v^i disrnissed fcr 
regiscffatic^n for fcod ration stamps; toac iter* were the regntrars, 
Classes competed for recognition In scrap ircn drives^ scrap 
paper drives, savings stamp purchasei, Cirls knitted scarves fcr 
the juinio r Red Cross, First aid counes, air raid d*llls (vvartimo 
substilute br (ire drills), victory gardens, essay cQntest&» air- 
craft recognition , And there were curfricu lum casualties,. toc< 
Ccurs-es w^ere cancelled because of no teachetfs no equip, 
tnent. G^solifie rationing bit deeply in to inte ricNolastic com. 
petitions, athletic and academic. And w^q studied for^igr^ lari- 
guage^s and science arid mathematics— e verything— in some 
rncasurea^s our contribution toAllied victc^ry, 



The FSA phatogfaph^ in this albunri do not tell a story, They 
illuminate an age, 

Nctice the faces of the %choQ\ children and youth. Happy, 
seldom hop€ltss. Intereited, carefree, not distraught. The faces 
of poor chltdren, youth with almost no realistic expectation of 
prod tictive jobs. ' 

And look at the times. Grinding- Empty. Threadbare, pcllar- 
a-daywagii^ Dustbwl farms. 

Iri those days, under such conditions boys and girls still went 
to ichooL Sorne had n& books. Senie wore the only clothes they 
owned. Some Were warm at school lor the only time of their day. 
Thoy read. They fecit^d multiplication tables and cortiputed 
the number of square feet of lurnber in the side of a house. They 
ptish-pulled and ovallcd through penmanship. They enacted 
ColurnbLJi' discovery of the new world, But many had no \a/ork- 
booksand little paper. Parents had no money for a second pen- 
cil or Chief tablet. And no money fcr a school picture^ the best 
photograph of a beautiful girL but no rnoney. 

older brothers and sisters read Shakespeare and about Ranrises 
and Hannibal and probably did not discuss Mussolini's rout of 
Naile Selaissie's spear carriers, the lapanese invasion of Man- 
churia, or hcbnailed, midnight purges of Jews in the Reich that 
would endLire for a million years. Vocational agriculture boys 
learned how to terrace farmland, plant new grasses, arid con- 
struct impraved feeders. 

We look at the photographs in this albunn and recognize we 
have been here before. We have ^een these sights. We have 
krown that chijci, vVe did that in ichooL Were the clothes or the 
color of skin different, that picture could have been taken today 
at ariy schooh at McKinley Elementary or Murchison Middle 
School Of Pa rkersburg hiigh Schoc?L 

Memories jn ihi^ album are shared by our recognition of 
events ard persons *ind iinies. Sonie we never knew. The album's 
photographs Unlock periods remembered by so very few living 
A^merlcam, ^et, tfioie times mu&t b€ ours, too, and our pupils'. 
We must not lose our past* We rriust know well who we are as a 
people and a profession . 

Life in schods proceeds with steady pulse. Title prograris. 
A^lphabet curricula- Boosterism touting innovation, '*Back to the 
basics" and ■'Accountability.'- schools have known sljcH coun- 



terpoint before. Continuing strong and clear, over generations of 
teachers In schools (in our family now the third), life in schools 
features adults and cfiildren and youth at work, at rest, Intense, 
playful, optimistic, at loose ends, joyfuL lad, engaged In 'learnirg,' 
avoiding or postponing learning. Overall, that life is rememberad 
as learning— about our world and ourielves. 

Faith in education has more often flowed than ebbed in our 
national life. We have always expected of the schools more than 
reasonably could be yielded and berated Qurselves for not expect- 
ing more. 

No hollow faith here No empty tradition. Rather, life in 
schools is the embodinH nt of ideals and sentiments shared how- 
ever uneasily by millionb of individuals. Some of us believe that 
the public schools havy kept America free. While this claifti may 
be ejctravagani, surely schools have helped us keep the Arneri^ 
can dreams. 

The invitation now is to get inside this album^s photographs- 
To see freshly. To sense acutely. To breathe life Into words and 
tnnages of mind incompletely formed. To recognize youf own 
mennories of schooling past and present. To Join" in sharing your 
life in school with these photographs and words. To add your 
speciaL personal llvini in schools to the common store. 

Sc, turn the page. And begin to find yourself and your heritage. 




InbQtm en busroutm^ Welh, Tekas. t9J9> Lee. 
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Washing up at Nursery school, Buffalo, New York, 1943, Collins. 
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This book and others in the series are made available at low 
cost through the contribution of the Phi Delta Kappa Educational 
Foundation, established in 1966 with a bequest by George H, 
Reavis, The Foundation exists to promote a better understanding 
of the nature of the educative process and the relation of edu- 
cation to human welfare. It operates by subsidizing authors to 
write booklets and monographs in nontechnical language so that 
beginning teachers and the public generally may gain a better 
understanding of educational problems. 

The Foundation exists through the generosity of George 
Reavis and others who have contributed. To accomplish the goals 
envisaged by the founder the Foundation needs to enlarge its 
endowment by several million dollars. Contributions to the 
endowment should be addressed to The Educational Foundation, 
Phi Delta Kappa, 8th and Union, Bbomington, Indiana 47401, 
The Ohio State University serves as trustee for the Educational 
Foundation, 



You, the reader, can contiibute to the Improvement 
of educational literature by reporting your reactions to 
this fastback. What is the outstanding strength of this 
publication? The glaring weakness? What topics do 
you suggest for future fastbacks? Write to Director of 
Publications, PHI DELTA KAPPA, Eighth and Union, 
Box 789, Bloomington, IN 47401 



All eighty-six titles can be purchased for 125,00 ($21.00 for paid-up 
members of Phi Deita Kappa). 

Any m titles $3.00 (only $2.00 for members); twelve titles $5.00 (only 
$4.00 for members), 

Discounts tor bulk orders of the same title are allowed at the rate of 10 to 
25, 10%; 2S to 99, 20%; to 499, 30%; SOO to 999. 40%; or more 50%, 
Discounts are based on a unit cost of 504 per copy (3Sc for members), 
MONEY MUST ACCOMPANY ALL ORDERS FOR LESS THAN $5,00 OR 
ADD $100 FOR HANDLING. 



Order from: PHI DELTA KAPPA, Eighth and Union, Box 7B% Bloommgton, 
Indiana 47401. 
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